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TAGS: MCAP, NATO 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF ARMY BUSHMASTER PROGRAM 
REF: (A) USNATO 239; (B) STATE 21820 

1. DOD INFORMS US NOW THAT STATUS OF ARMY BUSHMASTER 
PROGRAM IS AS FOLLOWS, AND NOT AS OUTLINED IN REF B: 
DECISION ON SELECTION OF CANDIDATE WEAPON FOR FULL 
SCALE DEVELOPMENT TO MEET BUSHMASTER REQUIREMENTS WAS 
EXPECTED IN DECEMBER 1973 BUT DEFERRED BY DA PENDING 
RESOLUTION OF ISSUES AS FOLLOWS: (1) UNCERTAINTY IN 
THE NATURE OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR ARMOR PENETRATION; (2) 
CONFORMANCE OF THE ON-GOING PROGRAM WITH STRINGENT DOD 
POLICY ON STANDARDIZATION OF AMMUNITION; (3) TEST 
RESULTS OF CANDIDATES FELL CONSIDERABLY SHORT OF 
ULTIMATE ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES; (4) 
UNCERTAINTY THAT THE BUSHMASTER CANDIDATES INCLUDE ALL 
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EXPECTED LATER THIS YEAR. THE DEFERRAL OF THE 
DECISION AT THIS TIME ON SELECTION OF A SYSTEM FOR 
BUSHMASTER FULL SCALE DEVELOPMENT DOES NOT MEAN THAT DA 
HAS DECIDED AGAINST FURTHER CONSIDERATION OF ANY OF THE 
THREE CANDIDATE SYSTEMS. 

2. CURRENT DOD POLICY ON AMMUNITION STANDARDIZATION IS 

STATED IN DEPSECDEF MEMORANDUM OF JANUARY 10, 1974 TO 
SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS, SUBJECT: 
STANDARDIZATION OF MEDIUM CALIBER AMMUNITION FOR 
AUTOMATIC CANNONS. THIS POLICY REQUIRES ALL US 
MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS AND PROCUREMENTS FOR CONVENTIONAL 
CASED AMMUNITION IN THE 20MM TO 40MM CALIBER RANGE 
FOR SURFACE AND AIRCRAFT WEAPON SYSTEMS TO BE IN 
5MM INCREMENTS BEGINNING WITH 20MM; REQUIRES SELECTION 
OF ONLY A MINIMUM NUMBER OF STANDARD ROUNDS IN EACH 
CALIBER; AND REQUIRES INTERCHANGEABILITY OF ROUNDS 
WITHIN A STANDARD CALIBER. 
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